Nomination for 2025 Beekeeper of the Year

The West Plains Beekeepers would like to nominate the team of Shannon and Mike Morehouse for
Beekeepers of the Year. They have been stalwart members of WPBA since 2016 and are always there
when we need help. Even though they live more than 30 miles away from the club’s meeting site, it is
rare that they don’t attend the monthly meetings even during the winter.

Shannon has stepped forward the past two years to assist in teaching the Beginning Beekeeper class.
Those of us who usually teach the class were impressed with her natural style and ability to relate to
people of all ages. She brings a personal approach, blending her own experiences into the curriculum
presented in the WASBA manual, that we asked her to do more teaching. She agreed and is now
someone we are relying upon for our classes. She didn’t just use the WASBA manual and the instructor
notes on the PowerPoints, she also did her own research to make sure she totally understood the topic.
In addition, Shannon maintains her own hives, and she has taken the extra step of trying to plant native
plants for pollinators around her shop.

But in addition to these skills, over the past two years, Mike and Shannon have opened their huge
workshop complete with restroom and hot and cold running water to the club for our extraction
demonstration and training session. We invite club members to bring their frames for extraction. This
provides an opportunity for people who don’t know how to extract their honey to come and work with
us as we extract honey from the club’s apiary hives, from our own personal hives, and from the hives of
any of our members who want to bring their own frames to extract.

As we all know, extracting honey is a hot, sticky mess. This is never more true than when the room
hasn’t been designed as a honey extracting space. Shannon and Mike have their space clean and open
for us when we arrive to set up the extractor. They worked with another club member who brought his
20-frame extractor to make sure the extractor was stable and didn’t wobble a few days before the day
set aside for extraction. On extraction day, in advance of everyone’s arrival, the heated floors brought
the room 90+ degrees, and Shannon had covered the tables with plastic sheets. Extension cords were
ready for the hot knives, and, with a 20-frame extractor operated by another club member, the process
went quite smoothly. Even so, from 10 am through the afternoon, working in the hot sticky room,
Shannon and Mike are always smiling, running to get another cloth or anything else that anyone needs.
Even with the mess in their amazing shop, they maintain their positive attitude and sincerely seem to
welcome us. Throughout the clean up process, they are supportive, helpful, and readily assisting anyone
who needs help. As Mike said, “It’s not like we don’t know what we are getting into!” To welcome us
back the second year definitely demonstrates their commitment to the club and to the people who are
learning how to extract for the first time.In recognition of their on-going commitment in a variety of
activities, we want to acknowledge the value they have provided to our club and to the Spokane
beekeeping community.

Nominated by Ellen Miller and Margo Buckles



