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FROM THE EDITOR…
I have really enjoyed acting as the editor of this newsletter for this past year.
I have experienced much needed practice in the realm of the writing world.
I have made new friends...you know who you are.
I have learned new facts and viewpoints about beekeeping.
But alas, real life has made a road-block between my creative energy and my work responsibilities.
So I am very pleased to pass on the baton to Jenifer Priest, WASBA’s Executive Director.
I know from working with her that she will do a fine job.

As always we welcome any contributions or articles to the newsletter.
Summer Blessings to everyone!
Thank you for reading,
Debbie Ade-Editor
deblyn80ty@gmail.com

The Olympia Beekeepers Association recently installed two packages of bees at the Governor’s Mansion. These hives have been in place since 2016. See
more about state government and the bill Governor
Inslee recently signed that protects beekeepers.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
I recently attended the “Bees of Summer” conference hosted by the Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association in the Tri-Cities. They had some great speakers and I learned
a lot of things that I didn’t know. The conference on Saturday was followed by a hands
on demonstration at their Apiary on Sunday.
Steve Page from Barrington Farms Apiary in Georgia presented on how to split
hives and make your own queens. His talk on Saturday was followed up with a hands on
demonstration of the practice on Sunday. Any of my hives that have survived the winter
have always needed to be split. What I’ve done is simply taken frames from the hive and
split them evenly between 2 hives making sure that there was a frame of eggs in both
hives so that whichever hive didn’t get the queen, would make a new queen with a fertilized egg. Steve’s method was somewhat similar but much more efficient. He will split his hives to make 3-5 nucs. He
makes sure that each nuc has some newly hatched larva. He takes a razor blade and cuts into the lower 1/3 of the larval
cell and pushes the wax down. This allows the workers to build a queen cell that is much larger and oriented like a
supercedure cell rather than the smaller queen cell that you see if you simply let them build a new queen from an egg in
a worker cell. Since these nucs are made well before the nectar flow, the hives grow rapidly and can produce excess
honey. Steve’s philosophy is that IF we are going to lose 30-40% of our hives over winter, then we need to make sure
that we have that many in excess going into winter.
Another interesting topic that was discussed by several presenters was breeding bees for your area and for varroa
resistance. Randy Oliver, Steve Page, Aaron Brink, and myself were pretty much all in agreement that we should stop
bringing in package bees and start breeding bees that are local to our area. If you think about it, most of the package
bees that we bring in, have been queened from the biggest queen breeders which are in Hawaii. What are the chances
that a queen, bred for generations in Hawaii, is going to do well in Washington? Personally, I haven’t purchased a package of bees in almost 5 years. My apiary is from a couple of Caucasian nucs I purchased 4 years ago, some swarms that
I caught, and hives that I’ve split. Randy Oliver advocated completely shutting down the importation of packages into
local areas. If we did that, what we would see would be a massive die off of the bee population in our area with probably 95+% of the hives lost. However, if we took the remaining hives and propagated them, we would have bees that are
hardy for our area and varroa resistant. A scientific study of feral honey bees in upstate New York showed a similar result. The feral hives were tolerant of the local climate and did not have the varroa problem associated with managed
hives derived from imported packages. Lots of other interesting information that I don’t have room to report on here so
I strongly encourage you to attend these local conferences.
There will be another conference later this year hosted by the Northwest District Beekeepers Association. This
conference will be held at the Snohomish PUD Auditorium on September 21st. The speaker lineup for this conference
looks really exciting and I would encourage all of you who can, to attend. As the President of the Washington State
Beekeepers Association, I would like to encourage all of our local clubs to hold conferences. Keeping bees in Spokane
is very different from keeping them in the Tri-Cities or Vancouver or Seattle. These local conferences are vital to getting out local knowledge about beekeeping and to providing support to keepers in your area. If there is anything that our
state organization can do to help your local club, just let us
know.
The next WASBA conference will be hosted by the
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association in the Tri-Cities in
October of 2020 and by the Northwest District Beekeepers
Association in 2021 then back in Spokane in 2022.
As always, if you want to reach me, just drop me a line at
kevin.r.oldenburg@gmail.com
Cheers,
Kevin
Washington State Beekeepers Association Newsletter

Page 5

Legislative Roundup: Success!
Thanks to the consistent grassroots efforts of
beekeepers across the state, liability protection is
now the law in Washington. Thank you to all who
contacted legislators, you made this success
possible.

We register with the state, we comply with zoning
laws about placement of hives (whether city or
county rules), and we do normal beekeeping
management with our hives (and we don't neglect
that normal management). When this law gets
applied in court, it will likely be a jury, listening
Here's the text: "A person who owns or operates to the parties, and to expert witnesses, who will
an apiary, is a registered apiarist under RCW
decide what is gross negligence in beekeeping and
15.60.021, and conforms to all applicable city,
what isn't. So, as you care for your hives, do
town, or county ordinances regarding beekeeping, things that most beekeepers do, so that expert
is not liable for any civil damages for acts or
witnesses brought to court will agree that your
omissions in connection with the keeping and
actions are normal and not grossly negligent or
maintaining of bees, bee equipment, queen
willfully bad.
breeding equipment, apiaries, and appliances,
unless such acts or omissions constitute gross
Observing zoning law restrictions on hive
negligence or willful misconduct."
placement will be a large contributor to keeping
us out of trouble. And doing those common sense
Briefly, to be protected from liability, you must
tasks like swarm control will prevent us from
register with the state, obey the laws about
being a problem for our neighbors.
beekeeping where you have your hives, and don't
do (or not do) something amounting to "gross
We should continue to talk to our neighbors about
negligence or willful misconduct." This is the
our bees, why we keep them, what bees do for the
highest standard of liability available under law. neighborhood, and how bees rarely sting unless
provoked. Helping others become more aware of
What does this standard mean to beekeepers? A honey bees (and the fact they are not wasps/
brief search of Washington case law reveals
yellow jackets) goes a long way toward making
nothing about bees and bee stings. We have, as a neighbors more comfortable. Finally, we should
group, been responsible beekeepers so far. This
talk to neighbors who have water sources that
also means there is no precedent about what is
attract bees like pools and hot tubs. I look forward
grossly negligent. So it's up to us to be good
to seeing better pollination in areas where folks
beekeepers and manage our hives responsibly.
previously were nervous to place colonies.
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Legislative Roundup: Success! Part 2
Also passed this session was SB 5552, regarding
pollinator protection. You can read more about it
at https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?
BillNumber=5552&Year=2019.

Topics can include improving forage on public
lands, reducing pesticide exposure, facilitating
access to public lands for apiaries, establishing
programs to encourage agriculture and private
citizens to plant bee forage, improving bee
Initially, WASBA opposed this bill as it would
research in the state, and whatever other ways we
have required every beekeeper to notify the state can think of to improve bee and pollinator health.
Department of Agriculture (WSDA) of every
WSDA hasn't announced the details yet, so
location of every hive.
there's still time to contribute ideas or volunteer
to serve.
After we expressed our concerns, that provision
was removed. Now, the main function of the bill The task force is scheduled to finish its work at
is to create a task force to address honey bee and the end of next year, so there will be some inpollinator issues. The task force will consist of
person meetings to attend. I am happy to take
beekeepers, representatives of various state
suggestions or recommend you to WSDA to
agencies who manage land and oversee
serve.
agriculture, as well as people from the industries
who depend on pollinators. At this time, the
Again, thanks to all who spoke out in behalf of
agenda is completely open.
the beekeepers' legislative agenda. I hope in the
future to keep beekeeping in the minds of the
Your suggestions are needed. The sky's the limit, folks in Olympia. Please also send ideas for
at least during the brainstorming phase. WSDA future legislation.
will guide the task force and appoint members. If
you're interested, please let me know and I can
Tim Hiatt
relay that to WSDA.
WASBA Legislative Chair
legislativechair@WASBA.org

Join Us at the next WASBA Board Meeting
The next WASBA Board Meeting is this Saturday June 8. All board meetings are open to members and the public, but this meeting is intended to be a listening and discussion session. All beekeeping clubs—WASBA members or not—are invited to send a representative. Here are the
meeting details:

Where: Hall Holmes Community Center
209 N. Ruby Street
Ellensburg, WA
Time: 11 AM to 5 PM
RSVP: WASBA.treasurer@gmail.com
Washington State Beekeepers Association Newsletter
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Mark your Calendars for these
upcoming events!
Fungi Perfecti
June 10, 7-9 PM, Olympia WA
Learn more about this program on page 12

NWDBA Honey Bee Conference
September 21, 9 AM—5 PM in Everett, WA
Learn more about this program on page 11

2020 WASBA Conference
October 10, 2020 in the Tri-Cities
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The ABC’s In Beekeeping Education
Keeping Education
Current:
Now that the revised instructional manuals and the
support materials (Power
Point slides and test questions) have been approved
by the WASBA Board of
Directors and are available, the focus of the education
committee is on clarify anything that causes confusion for the instructors and/or students, and keep the
information current based on the newest research.
For this to be successful we need the assistance of
everyone who uses the manuals. Please provide suggestions. We will review them and make changes as
appropriate. The changes may be in a separate sheet
that accompanies the manual until the next printing.

annual WASBA membership for one year; or $25 for
the class, certificate, patch and, membership.
Journeyman Beekeeper: $50 per student for the class
including the printed manual, certificate, patch, and
annual WASBA membership for one year; or $35 for
the class, certificate, patch and, membership.

Volunteer Opportunity:

Beekeeping Instructor Needed at Monroe Correctional Complex
The Special Offender Unit (SOU) houses and treats
mentally ill, intellectually disabled, and brain injured
inmates at the Monroe Correctional Complex in Monroe, WA.

In addition to providing psychiatric care for the inmates, SOU also offers mental health counseling,
educational opportunities and innovative, sustainability programs for its incarcerated population. These
programs include vegetable gardens and an animal
rescue program that is still going strong with close to
Each manual will have the revision date on the front 900 animals adopted since its inception in January
cover. For instructors who are arranging for printing 2006. A beekeeping program was started last year
of their manuals, please check with Jenifer Priest je- and it has been a fascinating outlet for the men at
niferpriest@WASBA.com before printing new manu- SOU and their excitement is contagious.
als so that she can make sure that you have the most
A volunteer, or volunteers are needed to keep this
current edition. A great deal of effort is going into
program going. This program can be organized
keeping the instructional materials current and we
around the instructor(s) scheduled, including nights
want to help our instructors to have access to them.
or weekends.
If you have any questions or comments, please don’t
SOU is an interesting, dynamic facility with men who
hesitate to contact Ellen Miller
are eager to don their bee suits and learn everything
miller.elm@gmail.com
they can this spring.

Change in cost for WASBA classes
Effective August 1, 2019 there will be a change in
how WASBA distributes its education manuals.
Local organizations can print their own manuals if
they like, or WASBA will provided the printed
manual for an additional $5.
Beginning Beekeeper: $25 per student for the class
including the printed manual, certificate, and annual
WASBA membership for one year; or $20 for the
class, certificate, and annual membership.
Apprentice Beekeeper: $35 per student for the class
including the printed manual, certificate, patch, and
Page 10

Lastly, it’s important to note that volunteers are often
pleasantly surprised by the genuine gratitude shown
to them by the SOU inmates in recognition for their
time, effort and talents. We would welcome and
greatly appreciate a new mentor!
Please contact Kathryn Grey kmgrey@doc1.wa.gov
if you would like more information or if you might be
interested in this opportunity to share your beekeeping knowledge with this special group of individuals
through the successful Sustainability in Prisons program. You can also reach her by phone at 360-7943250.
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Northwest District Beekeepers Association Honey Bee Conference
Saturday Sept. 21st
Snohomish PUD Auditorium
2320 California Street
Everett, WA
9:00-10:15am Andony Melathopoulos
Doing the Multiplication: expanding your apiary the old school and "the Next Generation" way
(covers installing packages, splitting and making nucs)
10:15am-11:30pm Randy Oliver
Reading The Combs: Understanding Bee Biology Over the Course of a Season
By acquiring a better understanding of the biology of bees, nutrition, parasites, and pathogens over the
course of the season, and by learning to "read the combs," the beekeeper can then make better informed
management decisions adapted to his/her particular situation.
11:30am-1:00pm Lunch break
1:00pm-2:15 Andony Melathopoulos
Unsung Bee Diseases and How to Manage Them
(European foulbrood, chalkbrood, viruses, nosema)
2:15-3:30pm Kevin Oldenburg
Bees, Science and How the Media Gets it Wrong
3:30-3:45pm Break
3:45-5:00pm Randy Oliver
Oxalic Acid Tips
As varroa develops resistance to the synthetic miticides, beekeepers must learn to use alternative treatments. Oxalic acid has a long history of successful use, and can be applied by different methods
(dribble, sublimation, extended-release). Tips from someone who has used oxalic acid for nearly two
decades.
Randy Oliver is a commercial beekeeper in California, runs the scientificbeekeeping.com website, a careful researcher, and the author of a monthly column in American Bee Journal.
Andony Melathopoulos is an Assistant Professor in Pollinator Health Extension in the Department of Horticulture at Oregon State University, which was the first such position in the US. He also sit on the Steering Committee of the Oregon Bee Project, which coordinates pollinator health work across state agencies and hosts a weekly
podcast called PolliNation. In 2018 Andony was recognized with the national Pollinator Advocate award by the
North American Pollinator Protection Campaign.
Kevin Oldenburg is the current President of Washington State Beekeepers Association. Dr. Oldenburg received
his undergraduate degree in Biochemistry from the U. of Wisconsin, Madison, and his Ph.D. in Biochemistry
from UCLA. He founded 2nd Sight Bioscience in 2014 with a focus on using automation, robotics, and new
technologies in the field of agriculture. He currently serves as the CEO and President of 2nd Sight BioScience. Kevin is an 8 year Journeyman beekeeper who doesn’t like honey but loves watching his bees.
Buy your tickets now before they are all gone. $20 for NWDBA members and $30 for non-members (plus fees)
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/4248173
Washington State Beekeepers Association Newsletter
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Join the Olympia Beekeepers Association at their June 10th meeting to see Guest Presenter Tristan
Woodsmith of Fungi Perfecti.
You will discover the latest developments in the Bee Friendly™ Research Initiative - a collaboration between Fungi Perfecti, Host Defense and the Honey Bee Laboratory at Washington State University
to support the research and development of fungal strategies to improve bee health and offset the use of
toxic pesticides. We'll discuss in detail the story that led Paul Stamets to explore this fascinating relationship, how certain fungi have been shown to confer an immune benefit to bees, our plan to continue this exciting research, and how you can join us in taking action as citizen scientists and beekeepers.
Tristan Woodsmith coordinates Education and Outreach events for Fungi Perfecti, specializing in
fungal ecology and mushroom cultivation. He has provided technical support for mushroom growing
equipment and cultivation strategies since 2012. Tristan lives in Olympia, WA, and when he isn’t picking
mushrooms, spends his free time gardening, woodworking and adventuring outdoors.
The program will be on June 10, 2019 from 7-9 pm at Chinook Middle School,4301 6th Ave NE,
Olympia, Washington 98516.
https://www.facebook.com/events/274097019984110/
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It's time to renew your WASBA membership!
Please go to the WASBA website www.wasba.org and renew your membership.
Both individual and local associations must renew their membership at this time,
unless you registered in October, November or December of 2018.
Please note that going forward, individual and local association membership
will run from January 1 - December 31 each year.
Here are some reasons why you should join:
1. WASBA represents all beekeepers in the state
2. Provides the most up-to-date education materials and offers certification of Beginning,
Apprentice, Journeyman and Master Beekeepers. Your club must be a member to
use WASBA materials
3. Utilize the WASBA speaker’s list to bring interesting members to your club meetings
4. Opportunity to network with the Washington Legislature through our legislative liaison
5. Stay current with news, research and regulations that impact bees and their keepers
6. Take part in research projects
7. There’s strength in numbers – the more we network and learn from each other, the
better we care for bees
8. BECAUSE IT’S GOOD FOR THE BEES!
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Local Club News
Regional Area 1a and b
Mount Baker Beekeepers-Meets 3rd Wednesday each month at 7:00p in Bellingham
Northwest District Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Tuesday each month at 6:00 in Snohomish
Skagit Valley Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Thursday each month at 7:00pm in Burlington
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Wednesday at 7:00pm in Stanwood
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association-Meets the 2nd Saturday each month in Port Hadlock
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Sunday each month at 1:00 in Port Angeles
Puget Sound Beekeepers Association-Meets next on the 4th Tuesday each of August in Seattle
Snoqualmie Valley Beekeepers Assn-Meets 1st Tuesday each month at 7:00 in North Bend
West Sound Beekeepers-Meets 3rd Tuesday each month at 7:00 pm in Silverdale
Vashon Island Bee Association-Meets the 1st Saturday of month location changes seasonally
SnoKing Beekeepers Association—Meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month, check their
Facebook page for next location
PACIFIC NORTHWEST

WILD SURVIVOR QUEENS

OLYMPIC WILDERNESS APIARY

VSH / RUSSIAN / FERAL-HYBRIDS
-D I SEASE R ESI STA NT -M I TE TO LERANT ISOLATED MATING YARDS
HARDY – HYGIENIC
-No

Package Bees–
BREEDER QUEENS ONLY
(360) 928-3125
www.wildernessbees.com
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Regional Area 2
Clark County Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Thursday each month at 7:00 pm in Brush Prairie
Cowlitz Beekeepers Association-Meets 3rd Thursday each month 7:00 pm in Kelso
Lewis County Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Thursday each month at 6:30 pm in Centralia
Pacific Northwest Queen Rearing Club-Meets last Monday of month at 6:30 pm, Vancouver

Regional Area 3 and 4
North Central WA Beekeepers Association-Meets 3rd Sunday each month in East Wenatchee

Regional Area 5 and 6
Inland Empire Beekeepers-Meets 2nd Friday each month at 7:30pm in Spokane
West Plains Beekeepers-Meets 3rd Friday of each month at 6:00pm in Medical Lake
Backyard Beekeepers Association-Meets 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30 in Deer Park
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